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UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS 
Regular monthly meeting No meeting was set for 
September – If you know of a tour or would like to 

host one at your home, let me know and we can try 
to set something up just to get together. 

 

Friday afternoons – Chisago City Farmers Market 
(open dates if anyone is interested in volunteering: 

September 14 & 28) 
Saturday morning - North Branch Farmers Market 

(open dates if anyone is interested in volunteering: 
September 22 & 29  

 
Almelund Apple Festival – Sunday, September 

16th. So far Wes, Kathy & Leslie have volunteered to 
do this event. Thanks guys! 

North Branch Fall Harvest Festival – Saturday 
September 29th. I need to know soon if people want 

to do this event so the registration can be sent in. 
Otherwise, we will just have our regular booth across 

the street at the farmers market that morning. 

 
September Birthdays: No September Birthdays that I know of – Maybe just eat some 

cake and/or ice cream because you can! This is the second month in a row without any 
birthdays. If you haven’t given me your birthday, just send it to me in an e-mail. I don’t 

need the year; after all, we are all 45 anyway. 
 

News Releases~Answering Machine~Sign up Sheets 

Great opportunities to complete some volunteer hours. These are 

things that can be done from the comfort of your home, in your 

pajamas if you want – and you get to learn at the same time.  

Volunteer to check the answering machine or write a news 

article. Steps for checking the voice mail can be found in 

your planner. Greg has the first half of September. Articles 

on timely garden/nature related topics can be e-mailed to Donna 

so they can be sent on to the papers.  If you find something 

interesting that should be included in our monthly e-newsletter, 

e-mail it in to the office.  
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All signup sheets for bringing monthly snacks, checking the answering 

machine, farmers markets, and any other activities we are 

involved in are available in the office.  

 

On August 10th the Chisago City Farmers Market 
celebrated National Farmers Market week with some fun 

activities!  Good job Sue 
K. and thank you for 

sending in the photos. It 
looks like everyone had a 

great time! 

Community 

Gardens 
Updates  

August 21st was a 
fun evening at the Lindstrom Community 

Garden. Quite a number of gardeners 
were on hand and a lot of great food was 

eaten! It was so much fun to see people 

from 4 months old to 70 years old. The sunflowers are blooming, 
and the tomatoes are ripening. If you get a chance to swing by and take a look, or 

better yet help pull a few weeds or assist a few of the gardeners, do it! The Williams 
Park Community Garden is still looking great with crops producing and harvest well 

underway. The Garden in a Box project there has wound down with school starting 
next week. Thank you Dianne for applying for the boxes, and to Michelle for carrying out 

the program. Clean up will happen sometime in September. At the time of this 
newsletters release, the Rush City Garden is hosting a Garden Party. I plan to attend 

and will report on it next month.  
 

Save Tuesday, October 23 for our Fall PICKM get together Put Tuesday evening, 

October 23rd on your calendar for our annual Fall PICK’M (Pine, Isanti, Chisago, 

Kanabec, and Mille Lacs) County Fall Get-Together. The event will be held at the Zion 

Lutheran Church in Mora (401 MN-65, Mora, MN) from 5:30-8:30pm. Chisago County 

MG’s are to bring salads.  This is always great fun. The speaker for the night will be Sam 

Bauer who will talk about creating pollinator habitat in lawns. Let me know if you are 

coming – maybe we can set up a carpool as needed. 

 

2019 Interest Survey Please remember to send in your 2019 

Interest Survey by October 1st. The leadership team will use 

this information to set programming for 2019.  This info will 

also aid in the list in our 2019 planner and gives me a heads 

up on who I can call with what questions.  Thank you in advance! 



 

 

 

VEGETABLES FOR EVERYONE TRAINING: Regional educational gatherings in 2018: 

Wednesday, 9/12 - Luverne (Rock County), Thursday, 9/13 - Willmar (Kandiyohi 

County), Saturday, 9/22 - Andover (Anoka County), Thursday, 10/11 - Proctor (St. Louis 

County), Saturday, 10/13 - Brainerd (Crow Wing County), & Saturday, 10/20 - Red 

Wing (Goodhue County). Gatherings are open to all program members regardless of 

their county/region affiliation. Registration fee will be $15/person. Questions, please 

contact Jackie Froemming, froem022@umn.edu. 

 

Get to know each other… You may notice a few new faces in our midst; if you do, 

make sure to say hello.  This section of our monthly newsletter will highlight a new or 

existing master gardener each month. Any volunteers for the upcoming newsletters? 

Donna Barron Tatting – Though I live in a rural area now, I grew up on the border of 

the east side and the North end of St. Paul, MN. After 
graduation in 1969, I started work at Northwestern Bell 

Telephone Company and stayed on until my retirement after 31 
years. During that time, I had many jobs including 10 years as 

a Telephone Installer and Repair Technician that required me to 
pull cable, climb telephone poles, work underground, and for 

the most part, was the only woman on the crew. But I loved it 
and was proud to help break those barriers that finally allowed 

women into those non-traditional jobs. 

 
My first husband and I lived on a 10 acre deep wooded location 

south of Hastings, MN where I loved being so close to nature 
and woodland plants. That’s where I created my first vegetable, 

perennial and wildflower gardens. After several years, I moved back to the Twin Cities, 
remarried and had 2 children. We moved onto our 13-acre homestead in Forest Lake 27 

years ago where I grow perennials, trees, shrubs and fruits and vegetables. After my 
retirement in 2001, I had a variety of jobs, most of them in the garden center industry. 

One of those jobs was as an Event’s and Marketing Director for a very large Garden 
Center that required me to handle all media related issues and some purchasing. 

 
In addition to being a volunteer Master Gardener, I also volunteer at the Minneapolis 

Airport for the Armed Forces Service Center, and for Twin Cities Public Television. My 
husband retired from the phone company recently after 43 years of service. We love to 

travel and do so frequently. I have a passion for history and am very involved with a 

community of historians of Old West History. My 
daughter, and my son and his family 

all live within a short distance of each other so our 
family is close, and we spend a lot of 

time together. I do everything I can to instill a love 
of nature and gardening in my 

grandson and granddaughter as my grandparents 
did with me. 
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VOLUNTEER HOURS •New website address to log hours and access program 

information: https://sites.google.com/umn.edu/mgweb/home. Your database login 

password will remain the same. Enter your 2018 volunteer hours early and often! Maybe 

even put a reminder on your calendar and do it once a month. If you need help entering 

them let me know; I would be happy to help you or show you how to navigate the new 

system.  Current EMG volunteer status is based on hours in the database at the end of 

the previous year (minimum 25 hrs. for current MG’s; 50 hrs. for 2018 interns, pre-

interns report hours to Sue H.).  Continuing Education: make sure to get in your 

education hours this year too (5). Continuing education (CE) is an organized class, 

workshop, seminar, etc., where Master Gardeners are the students. Look for continuing 

education opportunities on subjects new to you and that will benefit you as you work 

with the public. Log into the UMN Extension website as a volunteer, if you can’t view 

webinars at home – try the library or come in to the office and I will set you up. Don’t 

forget to add in the number of contacts you make!  This information is used in all the 

end of the year reporting and used to leverage the importance of our program to 

lawmakers!   

 

Yard and Garden News:  http://blog-yard-garden-news.extension.umn.edu/ 

 

2018 EMG Photo Contest  
Enter the 2018 Photo Contest which runs through October 31. 

The state office is looking for action shots of EMG volunteers 

working in their communities during 2018 and supporting the 

program priorities:  horticulture skills, local food, climate change, nearby nature, plant 

biodiversity, pollinators, and clean water. Winning photos will be featured in University 

and Master Gardener websites, social media, slideshows, annual reports and brochures. 

For photos featuring youth, a signed Media Consent & Release Form for each kid must 

be on file.  Photos should feature volunteers (wearing MG badge) interacting with the 

public. Photos should be of good quality and show clear, sharp images.  There is no limit 

to the number of submissions per person. Program members submitting winning photos 

will be awarded great giveaways. Submit your photos using this online form by Oct. 31. 

Winners will be announced in the December Volunteer News e-newsletter. 

 

Opportunity: Great River Greening will be seeding and planting various native species 

of milkweed at Carlos Avery WMA in Wyoming on Saturday, 

September 29th. More information. 

 

“Use research-based horticultural knowledge and practices to deliver educational outreach and 

project-based efforts that inspire change and promote healthy people, healthy communities 

and a healthy planet.” 

https://sites.google.com/umn.edu/mgweb/home
http://blog-yard-garden-news.extension.umn.edu/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNxXgpNJMEOHbB3MoESAjVWrmhMTyX1ShSkO09onMGxqd1fQ/viewform
https://www.greatrivergreening.org/events/podcast-at-carlos-avery-wma/

