Mille Lacs Master Gardener

July 18, 2018 at 4:30 pm at John and Elaine Christopher’s house, Princeton
Call to order -5:37 PM, members present-Sandy, Diane, Laura, Bonnie, Jenny, Joan, Linda, Shirley, and Lynell
Volunteer to take minutes- Laura
Addition to agenda-tshirts, clinics and tours
Approve April 18th, 2018 minutes-Diane moves, Shirley seconds
Treasurer’s report—Diane $956.38. $474 was made through the plant sale in May.
We started out touring the Christopher’s massive gardens after a recent storm which took out several trees on their property. John and Elaine sell daylilies and other plants the month of July to fund their garden. They raise many varieties of daylilies using milorganite as fertilizer. The varieties include spider, fragrant, double and some that are 6 feet tall. They also raise many varieties of hostas, voodoo lilies, and other shade tolerant plants. Most plants are marked with the variety listed. They spend around two hours every morning deadheading the daylilies. They have purchased some of the daylilies from the Shooters in North Carolina, https://www.mariettagardens.com/
Old Business
*Plant Sale- May 19th at the Depot. Barry sent a thank you card for planting on the east side of the building. Next year we need to plant under the sign on the north side of the building. We made $474 on the sale and extra plants went to Christ our Light Catholic church who sent a thank you email.
* Community garden- Shirley went to the June meeting. They want to raise money for another water source by selling garden art at our plant sale. Shirley mentioned that we could rent a space and showcase straw bale gardening. Plots are 10 by 10 feet and cost $10 to rent. The new shed is up and the gardens are doing well. Not sure when the next meeting is. 
* Seed trials-Laura, Lynell, Joan and Jenny. Rabbits ate all but one of Joan’s beans, Jenny has 40 yellow tomatoes coming. 
*Upper Midwest Regional Master Gardener Conference June 14-16 at the Arboretum-Diane and Laura attended on Friday. Fewer people are participating in the event.
*County Fair August 8-12-Sandy passed out arm bands to those who are volunteering to work a shift. We will meet Wednesday, July 25 at Lynell’s house at 3:30PM (8190 Bluff Road) to work on our display. The theme is weeds. We will bring a pot (smaller than a gallon) to the fair with a weed. Ten weeds should be enough for our display. Laura will bring creeping Charlie, Shirley-plantain, Linda T-lamb’s quarters, Joan-creeping bellflower, Sandy-white clover, Jenny- dandelion?, Diane-purslane and Lynell will bring chickweed. Shirley will purchase 2 weed id books for the drawing at the fair. Diane will purchase laminating pouches and a ream of paper for the display. We will set up on Wednesday the 8th at 2:30 and take down on Sunday around 2:30?
*State Fair-Diane has signed up. You need to sign up the day the list becomes available to get a spot before 5PM. 

*Regional Conference-Veggies for everyone –Diane, Shirley and Laura have signed up so far. 
*PICKM gathering- will be in October. 

*Bonnie suggested that we should attend the Hennepin County Master Gardener Learning tour next year (July?) They have learning units at each spot including renting chicken coops.
New Business
* Benton Master Gardener bus tour to U of M Morris on July 19th-Laura is going.
*Diagnostic clinic in Alexandria on July 28th-Diane, Laura and Bonnie are attending.

* Lake Health Conference on August 6-information should be coming soon.
* T-shirts and aprons: Diane moves to spend $10 out of our checkbook for anyone who wants to purchase a tshirt or apron. Let Diane know what you want and she will try to get them ordered by the fair. You will need to pay the remainder of the cost when you pick up your merchandise. Shirley seconds and motion passes.
*Don’t forget to record your hours! 
*Next meeting: September 19, 4:30 PM at the Oliver Kelly Farm in Elk River, Joan will check if we can get a tour. Sandy will contact Diane Winkelman to see if she will join us again.
*Adjourn meeting: Shirley moves and Lynell seconds at 6:39 PM
